South Coast

Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-200@ www.agmd.gov

May 18, 2007

Ms. Nancy Fong, AICP, Director
Community Development

City of Diamond Bar

21825 Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178

Dear Ms. Fong:

Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental | mpact Report for the Proposed Aera
Master Planned Community

The South Coast Air Quality Management District f&IBD) appreciates the opportunity to comment onaheve-
mentioned document. The SCAQMD’s comments aremeaendations regarding the analysis of potentiad|adlity
impacts from the proposed project that should blided in the Draft EIR. Please send the SCAQMDy of the
Draft EIR upon its completionln addition, please send with the ISEA EIR all appendicesor technical
documentsrelated totheair quality analysisand electronic versions of all air quality modeling and health risk
assessment files. Without all files and supporting air quality documentation, the SCAQMD will be unableto
completeitsreview of theair quality analysisin atimely manner. Any delaysin providing all supporting air
quality documentation will reguire additional timefor review beyond the end of the comment period.

Air Quality Analysis

The SCAQMD adopted its California Environmental @@yaAct (CEQA) Air Quality Handbook in 1993 to dss
other public agencies with the preparation of agliy analyses. The SCAQMD recommends that ttell&gency
use this Handbook as guidance when preparingritpuality analysis. Copies of the Handbook arelalke from the
SCAQMD’s Subscription Services Department by cgl{809) 396-3720. Alternatively, the lead agen@ymwish to
consider using the California Air Resources Bo&@ARB) approved URBEMIS 2002 Model. This modelvsitable
on the SCAQMD Website atvww.agmd.gov/cega/models.html.

The Lead Agency should identify any potential adeeaair quality impacts that could occur from alapés of the
project and all air pollutant sources related ®phoject. Air quality impacts from both constiaat(including
demolition, if any) and operations should be caltad. Construction-related air quality impactddsjly include, but
are not limited to, emissions from the use of hedwty equipment from grading, earth-loading/unloadipaving,
architectural coatings, off-road mobile sourceg.(deavy-duty construction equipment) and on-roabile sources
(e.g., construction worker vehicle trips, matetiahsport trips). Operation-related air qualitypamts may include,
but are not limited to, emissions from stationayyrses (e.g., boilers), area sources (e.g., sa\ard coatings), and
vehicular trips (e.g., on- and off-road tailpipeigsions and entrained dust). Air quality impactsif indirect sources,
that is, sources that generate or attract vehicrife should be included in the analysis.

The SCAQMD has developed a methodology for calmga®M?2.5 emissions from construction and operation
activities and processes. In connection with dmiag PM2.5 calculation methodologies, the SCAQMI3 hlso
developed both regional and localized significaicesholds. The SCAQMD requests that the lead@ggnantify
PM2.5 emissions and compare the results to themmeemded PM2.5 significance thresholds. Guidance fo
calculating PM2.5 emissions and PM2.5 significaicesholds can be found at the following interretrass:
http://www.agmd.gov/cega/handbook/PM2_5/PM2_5.html.
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In addition to analyzing regional air quality impaithe SCAQMD recommends calculating localizedjaality
impacts and comparing the results to localizedistgmce thresholds (LSTs). LST’s can be usedduition to the
recommended regional significance thresholds & ensl indication of air quality impacts when prépgua CEQA
document. Therefore, when preparing the air quatialysis for the proposed project, it is recomtaehthat the lead
agency perform a localized significance analysigiiyer using the LSTs developed by the SCAQMDesfgrming
dispersion modeling as necessary. Guidance féonpeing a localized air quality analysis can berfduat
http://www.agmd.gov/cega/handbook/LST/LST.html

It is recommended that lead agencies for projemtei@ating or attracting vehicular trips, especiathavy-duty diesel-
fueled vehicles, perform a mobile source healthassessment. Guidance for performing a mobilecedhealth risk
assessment (“Health Risk Assessment Guidance faly2ing Cancer Risk from Mobile Source Diesel Idlin
Emissions for CEQA Air Quality Analysis”) can beufoid on the SCAQMD’s CEQA webpages at the following
internet addressittp://www.agmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/mobile_toxic/nmktioxic.html An analysis of all toxic air
contaminant impacts due to the decommissioningerafi equipment potentially generating such ailupahts should
also be included.

Mitigation M easures

In the event that the project generates signifieanerse air quality impacts, CEQA requires thiafiealsible
mitigation measures that go beyond what is requiselw be utilized during project construction anmkration to
minimize or eliminate significant adverse air gtyalmpacts. To assist the Lead Agency with idemiij possible
mitigation measures for the project, please refeChapter 11 of the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handkdor
sample air quality mitigation measures. Additiomatigation measures can be found on the SCAQMIEQSE
webpages at the following internet addressw.agmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/mitigation/MM_intro.htiaditionally,
SCAQMD’s Rule 403 — Fugitive Dust, and the Implema¢ion Handbook contain numerous measures for altinyy
construction-related emissions that should be densd for use as CEQA mitigation if not otherwisguired. Other
measures to reduce air quality impacts from lardpusjects can be found in the SCAQMD’s Guidanceubaent for
Addressing Air Quality Issues in General Plans lanchl Planning. This document can be found afdhewing
internet addressittp://www.agmd.gov/prdas/agguide/agguide.htinl addition, guidance on siting incompatibledan
uses can be found in the California Air Resourcear@'s Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Comntwuni
Perspective, which can be found at the followirtgrimet addressittp://www.arb.ca.gov/ch/handbook.pdPursuant
to state CEQA Guidelines 815126.4 (a)(1)(D), angawts resulting from mitigation measures must bésdiscussed.

Data Sour ces

SCAQMD rules and relevant air quality reports aathdre available by calling the SCAQMD’s Publitohmation
Center at (909) 396-2039. Much of the informatimailable through the Public Information Centealso available
via the SCAQMD'’s World Wide Web Homepadwtp://www.agmd.goyu

The SCAQMD is willing to work with the Lead Agently ensure that project-related emissions are attyra
identified, categorized, and evaluated. PleadeCtedrles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality SpecialiSEQA Section, at
(909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarthigletter.

Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.
Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources

SS:CB:li
LAC070509-07LI
Control Number




